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Infroduction

At Netherton Infant & Nursery School we strive to support all children to enable them
tfo achieve at school. In order to do this, many steps are taken to support them
through their learning journey. For some children there are occasions when further
additional support may be needed to help them to make the best possible progress
in school.

The four broad ‘areas of need’ are Communication and Interaction, Cognition and
Learning, Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties, and Sensory and Physicall
Needs.

What is the Local Offer?

The LA Local Offer

Local Authorities and schools are required to publish and keep under review
information about services they expect to be available for the children and young
people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) aged 0-25. This is the
‘Local Offer’.

The intention of the Local Offer is to improve choice and transparency for families. It
will also be an important resource for parents in understanding the range of services
and provision in the local area.

If your child has Special Educational Needs, what can Netherton Infant & Nursery
School offer you?

We embrace the fact that every child is different, and, therefore, the educational
needs of every child are different; this is certainly the case for children with Special
Educational Needs. Below are some guestions you may have about SEND provision
at Netherton Infant School. Please scroll down towards the end of the document for
a Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations.



Who are the best people in school to talk to about my child’s difficulties/Special
Educational Needs or Disability (SEND)?

The class teacher
Responsible for:

Delivering quality first teaching (QFT) - targeted classroom teaching.

Providing in class interventions where appropriate, alongside a relevant provision
map outlining the support and its impact.

Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any
additional help your child may need (this could be targeted work or additional
support) and letting the Special Education Needs/Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCo)
know as necessary.

Writing SEND reports — the Individual Assess Plan Do Review reports (replacing the My
Support Plans) - sharing and reviewing these with parents at least once each term
and planning for the next term.

Ensuring that the school’s SEND Policy is followed in their classroom and for all the
pupils they teach with any SEND.

The SENDCo/: Mrs Heap
Responsible for:

Developing and reviewing the school’'s SEND policy.

Co-ordinating all the support for children with special educational needs or
disabilities (SEND)

Ensuring that you are

i) Involved in supporting your child’s learning

i) Kept informed about the support your child is gefting on

i) Involved in reviewing how they are doing.

Liaising with all the other people who may be coming in to school to help support
your child’s learning, e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychology.
Updating the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring that all the SEND needs of
pupils in this school are known) and making sure that records of your child’s progress
and needs are kept.

Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school, so that they
can help children with SEND in the school fo achieve the best progress possible.

Mrs Heap is also a member of the school’s Senior Management Team.

The Headteacher: Mrs Barker
Responsible for:

The day-to-day management of all aspects of the school; this includes the support
for children with SEND.

The Headteacher will give responsibility to the SENDCo and class teachers, but is still
responsible for ensuring that your child’s needs are met.

The Headteacher must make sure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about
issues relating to SEND.

Mrs Barker also holds the National Award for Special Educational Needs
Coordination



The SEN Governor: Mrs Stocks
Responsible for:

Making sure that the necessary support is given for any child with SEND who attends
the school.

Mrs Stocks meets termly with Mrs Heap to discuss provision developments and how
best to improve the service. This information is fed back to School Governors.

How will | know how Netherton Infant & Nursery School will support my child?

A SEND support action plan will be written and agreed by the parents, pupil, teacher
and SENDCo. This will consist of two or three manageable actions which will be
reviewed termly.

Each pupil’'s educational provision will be planned by the class teacher. It will be
differentiated accordingly to suit the pupil’s individual needs. This may include
additional general support by the teacher or teaching assistant in class.

If a pupil has needs related to more specific areas of their education, such as
spelling, handwriting, numeracy and literacy skills etc. then the pupil will be placed
in a small focus group. This will be run by the teacher or teaching assistant. The
length of time of this intervention will vary according to need, but will be reviewed to
find out if it has been effective and decide where to go next.

Parents and pupils will be asked for their views and opinions via a questionnaire or
meeting during/following the intervention.

Mrs Heap receives regular updates from class teachers about the progress of pupils.
A pupil may need more expert support from an outside agency. The school or
parent can make a referral. The school will support the practitioners involved where
possible.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

Class teacher input, via excellent targeted classroom teaching (Quality First
Teaching).

For your child this would mean

That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in
their closs.

That all feaching is built on what your child already knows, can do and can
understand.

That different ways of teaching are in place, so that your child is fully involved in
learning in class. This may involve things like using more practical learning.

That specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENDCo) are in place to
support your child to learn.

Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will
have decided that your child has a gap or gaps in their understanding/learning and
needs some extra support to help them make the best possible progress.

Specialist equipment is provided to make classroom life easier, such as
concentration cushions, tangle toys and writing aids.

Netherton Infant & Nursery School has a rich and varied programme of after-school
and lunchtime clubs for pupils.



Specific group work

Intervention which may be:

Deliver in the classroom or a group room.

Deliver by a teacher or a teaching assistant (TA).

Specialist groups run by outside agencies, e.g. Speech and Language therapy
This means a pupil has been identified by the SENDCo/Inclusion Manager/class
teacher as needing some extra specialist support in school from a professional
outside the school. This may be from

Local Authority central services, such as the ASD Outreach Team, Behaviour Support
Team or Sensory Service (for students with a hearing or visual need).

Outside agencies such as the Education Psychology Service (EPS).

What could happen:

You will be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a
specialist professional, e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or Educational
Psychologist. This will help the school and you to understand your child’s particular
needs befter and be able to support them more effectively in school.

The specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and
make recommendations as to the ways your child is given support.

Specified Individual support

This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are severe,
complex and lifelong.

This is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). This means
your child will have been identified by professionals as needing a particularly high
level of individual or small-group teaching.

This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that
cannot be overcome through Quality First Teaching and intervention groups.

Your child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the
school. This may be from:

Local Authority central services such as the ASD Outreach Team, Behaviour Support
or Sensory Service (for students with a hearing or visual need).

Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) Service.

For your child this would mean

The school (or you) can request that Local Authority Services carry out a statutory
assessment of your child’'s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the amount of
support that will be provided for your child.

After the request has been made to a panel of professionals (with a lot of
information about your child, including some from you), they will decide whether
they think your child’s needs (as described in the paperwork provided), seem
complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is the case, they will ask you
and all professionals involved with your child to write a report outlining your child’s
needs. If they do not think your child needs this, they will ask the school to continue
with the current support.

After the reports have all been sent in, the panel of professionals will decide if your
child’s needs are severe, complex and lifelong. If this is the case, they will write an
Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). If this is not the case, they will ask the school to
confinue with the current level of support and also set up a meeting in school to
ensure a plan is in place to ensure your child makes as much progress as possible.



The EHC Plan will outline the number of hours of individual/small group support your
child will need and what strategies must be put in place. It will also have long- and
short-term goals for your child.

An additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class learning, run
individual programmes or run small groups including your child.

How will my child’s progress be measured?

Your child’s progress will be contfinually monitored by his/her class teacher.

If your child is in Reception or above, a more sensitive assessment tool can be used,
which shows their attainment in more detail — breaking learning down into smaller
steps.

At the end of each key stage 1, all children are required to be formally assessed
using Standard Assessment Tests (SATS). This is something the government requires alll
schools to do and are the results that are published nationally.

Where necessary, children will have a SEND support action plan including targets set
by outside agencies specific to their needs. These are designed to accelerate
learning and narrow any gaps. Progress against these targets will be reviewed
regularly, evidence for judgements assessed and a future plan made.

The progress of children with an EHC Plan will be formally reviewed at an Annual
Review with all adults involved with the child’'s education. The school holds interim
reviews in between the Annual Review or at the request of parents.

The SENDCo will also check that your child is making good progress within any
individual work and in any group that they take part in.

Regular book scrutinies and lesson observations will be carried out by the SENDCo,
other members of the Senior Management Team and subject co-ordinators to
ensure that the needs of all children are met and that the quality of tfeaching and
learning is high?

How will | know how my child is doing?

You will be able to discuss your child’s progress at Parents’ Evening.

Appointments can be made at the school office if you wish to speak in more detail
with the class teacher and/or SENDCo.

Your child’s SEND support action plan will give you some information about how your
child is achieving and progressing.

The parents, SENDCo and/or class feacher and all other professionals involved will
meet termly.

If your child has an Early Help Plan, meetings are held every six weeks or more often
according to need and circumstances.

How will you help me to support my child’s learning?

The class teacher may suggest ways of how you can support your child.

The SENDCo can support you also and may have strategies you can use.

If outside agencies have been involved with your child; they often provide
recommendations for both home and school

Occasionally, the school runs workshops for parents to help you support your child
with literacy, numeracy and science.

Parents play an active part in school life and are always welcome to be a volunteer
in school.



What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being?

Pastoral and emotional support is provided through:

e Adultsin school have training in the Alex Timpson Attachment and Trauma
Awareness in Schools Programme

Mental Health Lead

The Happy-Centred School (HCS) programme — LAUGHOLOGY

ELSA

Northorpe Hall targeted support

Pupils with medical needs:

e If a pupil has a medical need than an Allergy Action Plan is compiled by the
School Nurse in consultation with parents/carers.

o Staff receive Epipen and asthma awareness training annually.

e A number of Supervisory Assistants, teachers and Teaching Assistants have
regular First Aid Training and Paediatric First Aid Training.

e The SENDCo is able to access specialist services — see below.

What specidalist services and expertise are available to the school?

Educational Psychologist

Educational Psychology Teachers

School Nurse (Reception upwards)/Health Visitor (Nursery pupils)
ADHD Nurse Therapist

Speech and Language Therapists

Language Outreach Support

Occupational Therapy and physiotherapy

Portage and Pre-School Service

Social Services

Children and Young People’s Services

Emotional Resilience Officers

Primary Mental Health Workers

Family Support Workers

Hearing Impairment Team and Teachers for the Deaf

What training have the staff supporting children with SEND had?

Team Teach

The Speech and Language Therapist has delivered 1:1 fraining to some TAs.

EP consultations

Mrs Heap has regular training on all matters concerned with Inclusion (for example,
Child Protection and Safeguarding and SENDCo Conferences). She also attends a
number of network groups: SENDCo and the Additional Needs Partnership (ANP)

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school
trips?

Activities and school trips are available to all.

Risk assessments are carried out and procedures are put in place to enable all
children to participate.

However, if it is deemed that an intensive level of 1:1 support is required a parent or
carer may be asked to accompany their child during the activity.



How accessible is the school environment?

As a school we are happy to discuss individual access requirements.
Ramps provide access to the school.

There are two disabled toilefts.

There are wide doors for access in and around the building.

How will the school prepare and support my child when joining Netherton Infant &
Nursery School or transferring to a new school?

We recognise that fransitions can be difficult for a child with SEND, and we take
steps to ensure that any transition is a smooth as possible.

If your child is joining us from another school:

Your child will be able to visit our school and stay for a taster session, if this is
appropriate.

The SENDCo will liaise with the previous school in preparation for transfer.

If your child is moving to another school:

We will contact the school SENDCo and ensure he/she knows about any special
arrangements or support that need to be made for your child. Where possible, a
planning meeting will take place with the SENDCo from the new school.

We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as
possible.

When moving classes in school:

Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and in most
cases a planning meeting will take place with the new teacher. SEND support
Individual Education Plans will be shared with the new teacher.

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special
educational needs?

The school budgets include money for supporting children with SEND.

The Headteacher decides on the deployment of resources for Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities, in consultation with the school governors on the basis of
needs in the school.

The SEND budget is allocated for each financial year. The money is used to provide
additional support or resources dependent on an individual's needs.

Pupil Premium was infroduced in 2011 and is allocated to schools for pupils who
have been registered for free school meals (FSM) and at any point in the last 6 years.
Schools also receive funding for Looked After and adopted Children.

The school can apply to the Local Authority for Top-Up Funding for a pupil if they
have a high level of need and costs exceed that which has already been allocated
to school funds for that pupil.

The SENDCo holds a small budget for aids/resources and some CPD.
During examinations SEN pupils may qualify for extra time, someone to write or read
for them or have rest breaks.

How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive?
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These decisions are made in consultation with the parent, SENDCo, Headteacher
and class feacher. Some decisions are informed by advice from outside agency
recommendations and termly fracking of pupil progress.

How will | be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education?

All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’'s education.

This may be through:

Discussions with the class teacher

Parents’ Evening

Discussions and meetings with Mrs Heap and other professionals

Parents are encouraged to contribute and/or comment upon their child’s SEND
support Individual Education Plan.

Parents and pupils are invited to complete feedback questionnaires about
intervention programmes

Mrs Heap regularly keeps parents/carers informed about SEN support groups in the
ared

Parents are also encouraged to seek support from the PCAN if necessary.

Who can | contact for further information?

If you wish to discuss your child’s educational needs or are unhappy about
something regarding your child’s schooling, please contact the school office to
arrange a meeting with the Headteacher, class teacher or the SENDCo, Mrs Heap.

Special educational needs and disability (SEND) - Making a Complaint
If you want to complain about a school’'s SEND support, you should do it while your
child is still registered at the school. This includes complaints that the school has not
provided the support required by your child’'s SEND education, health and care plan
(EHCP).

. Talk to the school’s special educational needs and disability co-ordinator (SENDCo)-

Mrs Heap.
Follow the school’s complaints procedure.
Complain to your local authority.



